
Sponsors

Media Sponsors

2026



5th CARLIGH International Conference 2026



5th CARLIGH International Conference 2026



5th CARLIGH International Conference 2026

Table of Contents

OPENING ADDRESS BY DR. THERESA ADU..............................................1

WELCOME ADDRESS BY DR. FLORENCE PLOCKEY...........................6

PROFILES OF KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ...............................................................9

PROF. GEORGE KWAKU TOKU ODURO.................................................9

PROF. CHRISTOPHER J. PROM.....................................................................10

PROF. AMEVI ACAKPOVI ..................................................................................11

PROF. ERIC NYARKO-SAMPSON (PhD)...................................................12

PROF. ELLIS OWUSU-DABO...........................................................................13

JOSH SENDALL........................................................................................................15

PROF. DORCAS OBIRI-YEBOAH...................................................................16

COLLEEN CAMPBELL..........................................................................................18

IRYNA KUCHMA.......................................................................................................19

NANA OWUSU AFRIYIE IV................................................................................20

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP.......................................................................22

OPENING CEREMONY PROGRAMME........................................................... 23

SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS.................................................................................36

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT..............................................................................................37

APRRECIATION...............................................................................................................39



5th CARLIGH International Conference 2026



5th CARLIGH International Conference 2026

1

OPENING ADDRESS BY DR. THERESA ADU
CHAIRPERSON OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, CARLIGH

The Chairperson, Prof. (Mrs.) Rita 
Akosua Dickson, Distinguished 
Guests, Honoured Dignitaries, 
Nananom, esteemed  keynote 
speakers, generous sponsors and 
partners, colleagues from across 
Ghana and the global community, 
ladies and gentlemen; Good 
morning, and a very warm Akwaaba 
to the Opening Ceremony of the 5th 
CARLIGH Conference. 

On behalf of the Governing 
Council and Management Committee of CARLIGH, it is both a 
profound honour and a personal pleasure to welcome you to the 5th 
International Conference here on the historic and vibrant campus 
of Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST), 
Kumasi.

We are truly delighted to see this distinguished gathering of 
University Administrators, researchers, academics, policymakers, 
librarians, publishers, book and technology vendors, and friends of 
libraries—drawn together from across Ghana and the international 
community. Your presence here today affirms the shared values that 
bind us together: a commitment to knowledge, openness, innovation, 
and service to society.

Since its inception in 2004, CARLIGH has significantly transformed 
the landscape of higher education and research in Ghana, growing 
from 6 to 42 member institutions. Over the past 22 years, CARLIGH 
has facilitated access to a wide range of electronic resources, 
enhanced research capacity, and fostered collaboration among 
library professionals. These have been achieved through CARLIGH’s 
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negotiated access to a wide array of scientific, academic, and research 
databases at reduced rates for members, providing over 100,000 
academic users with access to key electronic resources. To ensure 
efficient use of these resources, the consortium has empowered 
librarians and users through regular workshops, seminars, and 
training sessions, focusing on the skills required for effective use. 

As part of activities to promote knowledge sharing and information 
dissemination, the Consortium also organises Biennial conferences 
that bring together several stakeholders to discuss and share ideas 
on emerging issues in the information and knowledge management 
value chain, and also serve as fora for learning, collaboration, and 
strategic repositioning of member libraries and information services 
in response to global trends.

Prof. Chairperson, this gathering is one of such conferences. It is 
therefore part of our Consortium’s journey. 

Kindly permit me to briefly reflect on our journey as a consortium and 
the milestones that have shaped our collective growth.

Our First International Conference, held from 14th to 18th July 
2014 in Accra, was themed “Innovation for Access to Information”. It 
marked a decade of CARLIGH’s existence and laid a strong foundation 
for innovationdriven access to information in Ghana and beyond.

The Second International Conference, held from 11th to 15th July 2016 
in Accra, focused on “Transition from Information Management to 
Knowledge Management: The Role of the Information Professional.” 
This conference challenged us to rethink our professional roles in an 
increasingly knowledgedriven world.

The Third International Conference, held from 9th to 11th July 
2018, was convened under the theme “Managing Research Output 
for National Development: Trends and Issues.” That conference 
broadened our focus to research visibility, scholarly communication, 
institutional repositories, and the strategic use of research outputs to 
support national development agendas.
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More recently, our Fourth International Conference, held from 
6th to 10th May 2024 in Accra, explored “Enhancing Information 
Access in an Era of ChatGPT and Other AI.” This gathering 
confronted the opportunities and ethical challenges introduced by 
artificial intelligence into library services, research, and knowledge 
dissemination.

Today, as we convene our 5th International Conference, with the 
theme “The Open Movement in Times of Urgency and Rapid 
Change” the global information landscape has become even more 
dynamic, fragile, and complex. Issues of open access, open science, 
research visibility, data sharing, digital equity, misinformation, 
sustainability, and technological disruption have never been more 
urgent. The open movement is therefore no longer optional—it is 
essential.

Our theme this year challenges us to ask critical questions:

•	 How do libraries and information professionals respond to 
urgent global challenges using open principles?

•	 How do we promote openness, equity, and collaboration amid 
rapid technological, social, and economic change?

•	 What leadership roles must libraries play in shaping inclusive 
and resilient knowledge systems?

Indeed, open access, open data, open science, and open educational 
resources are reshaping how knowledge is created, shared, and 
utilized. 

As information professionals, we are uniquely positioned at the 
intersection of knowledge creation and dissemination. We are 
not merely custodians of information—we are enablers of access, 
advocates of equity, and architects of inclusive knowledge systems.

This conference provides us with a platform to reflect critically on 
our responsibilities and to explore practical strategies for advancing 
openness in our institutions. Over the next few days, we will engage 
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in rich discussions, share innovative practices, and forge partnerships 
that transcend borders.

As Chair of the Management Committee, I encourage all Participants 
to contribute actively, share openly, learn generously, and collaborate 
meaningfully. May the presentations, discussions, and informal 
conversations ignite new ideas, strengthen partnerships, and renew 
our collective resolve to advance openness for the public good. 
Let us leave this conference empowered to champion openness, 
adaptability, and relevance in our respective institutions.

Before I conclude, permit me to express our heartfelt appreciation 
to our host institution, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology (KNUST).

In particular, I extend our deepest gratitude to the Vice‑Chancellor 
of KNUST, Professor (Mrs.) Rita Akosua Dickson for her exceptional 
leadership and for partnering with CARLIGH to make this conference 
possible. We remain especially touched by your warm reception and 
gracious engagement when we paid a courtesy call on you ahead 
of this conference. Your support and encouragement reaffirm the 
central role of libraries and open knowledge in advancing teaching, 
learning, and research.

We also commend the university management and staff (Especially 
the Management and staff of the University Library) for the excellent 
hospitality and logistical support extended to us.

I extend our heartfelt appreciation to our keynote speakers and 
invited experts whose scholarship, vision, and lived experiences will 
guide our discourse over the coming days. We thank you for agreeing 
to generously share your insights with us, and for helping us navigate 
complex questions at a time when the information landscape is 
changing at unprecedented speed.

We are equally grateful to our sponsors, partners, and collaborating 
institutions. Your support—whether financial, technical, or 
intellectual—has made this conference possible. From planning to 
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execution, your commitment stands as a testament to the power of 
collaboration in sustaining vibrant knowledge ecosystems.

On this important occasion, I believe it would also be appropriate to 
acknowledge and appreciate the past leaders of CARLIGH, whose 
foresight, dedication, and commitment laid the foundation upon 
which we stand today. Through your stewardship, the consortium 
grew in strength, relevance, and international visibility. We honour 
your service, sacrifice, and enduring contributions to academic and 
research libraries in Ghana and beyond.

I also commend the Local Organising Committee and all its sub-
committees for their tireless dedication to bringing this conference 
to life.

Distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends, once again, you are 
most welcome. May this 5th International Conference be fruitful, 
inspiring, and memorable.

I wish you engaging discussions, productive networking, and an 
enjoyable stay in the Garden City of Kumasi.

Thank you very much. And once again, you’re all Welcome, Akwaaba,  
Mia Woezor, N̈yɛ aaba kɛ!!!
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WELCOME ADDRESS BY DR. FLORENCE PLOCKEY
CHAIRPERSON, LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Distinguished Guest of Honour, 
Apagyahene Nana Owusu Afriyie IV, 
representing the Asantehene, 
Otumfour Osei Tutu II; the 
Chairperson and Vice-Chancellor of 
the Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology (KNUST), 
Professor (Mrs.) Rita Akosua Dickson; 
Distinguished Special Guest of 
Honour, Professor George K. T. 
Oduro, Technical Advisor to the 
Minister for Education; Distinguished 
Keynote Speakers; Vice-Chancellors 

and Principals of our sister institutions; Senior and Management 
officers of KNUST; Distinguished Invited Guests; Dr. Mac-Anthony 
Cobblah, Chairperson of the Governing Council of CARLIGH and 
University Librarian for UCC; Dr. Theresa L Adu, Chairperson, 
Management Committee of the Consortium of Academic and 
Research Libraries in Ghana (CARLIGH) and University Librarian of 
UHAS; Esteemed and Valued Delegates; Members of the Press; Ladies 
and Gentlemen.

On behalf of the Local Organising Committee (LOC), it is my singular 
honour and privilege to welcome you to the 5th CARLIGH International 
Conference. This year marks a significant milestone in our history. 
For the first time, we have moved this gathering outside of Accra to 
the vibrant, historic city of Kumasi, hosted by the renowned Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST).

We gather today at the intersection of tradition and progress. Kumasi, 
the heart of the Ashanti Kingdom, serves as a poignant reminder that 
knowledge flourishes best when it honours its roots while reaching 
for the future. There is no more fitting setting to discuss the evolution 
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of scholarship than here, within one of Africa’s leading hubs of science 
and technology.

The Urgency of the Open Movement

Our theme this year, “The Open Movement in Times of Urgency and 
Rapid Change,” is a direct response to the global landscape. Between 
accelerated technological shifts and the demand for equitable access, 
“openness” has shifted from an aspiration to a necessity.

Whether through Open Science, Open Data, or inclusive digital 
infrastructures, the work we do here will shape how research is 
produced and preserved for generations. This conference is a 
marketplace of ideas, designed to foster deep interaction between 
researchers, librarians, innovators, and global development partners.

Honouring Our Global Community

We are thrilled to welcome a diverse cohort of delegates, including 
colleagues from beyond our membership who recognize the growing 
international resonance of this event.

I would like to specifically acknowledge our distinguished keynote 
speakers and special guests, whose expertise spans the globe:

Prof. Christopher Prom (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 
USA) – My “Library Buddy” who has travelled far to be with us.

•	 Prof. Amevi Acakpovi (Accra Technical University, Ghana)

•	 Prof. Eric NyarkoSampson (UESD, Ghana)

•	 Prof. Ellis OwusuDabo (KNUST, Ghana)

•	 Prof. Josh Sendall (University of Leeds, UK)

•	 Prof. Dorcas ObiriYeboah (UCC, Ghana)

•	 Prof. Colleen Campbell (Max Planck Digital Library, Germany)

•	 Prof. Iryna Kuchma (EIFL Open Access Programme, Europe)
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Your presence enriches our dialogue, and we are honoured to have 
your insights on our stage.

An Invitation to Engage

To our delegates: I encourage you to treat these few days as more than 
a series of lectures. View this as a platform for relentless collaboration. 
Some of the most impactful breakthroughs happen not at the 
podium, but in the corridors, the exhibition halls, and during our 
scheduled excursions. I hope you take the time to experience the soul 
of the Ashanti region—from the historic Manhyia Palace Museum to 
the serene waters of Lake Bosomtwe. Let these landmarks inspire 
your reflections and strengthen the bonds you form here.

Conclusion

I wish to thank the Local Organising Committee, our sponsors, and 
our volunteers for their tireless vision in bringing this scale of event 
to life. Let us engage fully, listen generously, and challenge ideas 
constructively. May our time at KNUST inspire new partnerships and 
reaffirm our role as stewards of knowledge in an ever-changing world.

Once again, a very warm welcome to the 5th CARLIGH International 
Conference. I wish us all an inspiring and successful experience. 
Akwaaba!
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Profiles of Keynote Speakers 

PROF. GEORGE KWAKU TOKU ODURO
SPECIAL GUEST OF HONOUR

Professor George K. T. Oduro is the 
Technical Advisor to Ghana’s 
Minister for Education. He has held 
various leadership roles in university 
administration, including Pro-Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Cape 
Coast, Provost (College of Distance 
Education), Dean (Dean, School of 
Educational Development and 
Outreach) and Director of the 
Institute for Educational Planning & 
Administration (IEPA) at the 

University of Cape Coast.  

As a teacher by profession, Prof. Oduro is very passionate about 
leadership for learning, teaching quality, gender-sensitive pedagogy 
and the use of mother tongue as medium of teaching in foundational 
learning.    In February 2025, he was appointed Chairman of the    
National Education Forum Committee set up by His Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Ghana to review Ghana’s education 
system. 

He holds a PhD in Educational Leadership, an MPhil in School 
Improvement (both from the University oif Cambridge and a B.Ed 
degree in Educational Foundations from the University of Cape Coast. 
Prof Oduro is a Fellow of the Cambridge Commonwealth Trust, 
Galilee International Management Institute, Israel, the Australian 
Leadership Award (ALA), AusAID, Sydney, Australia and the All Saints’ 
Education Trust, UK. 
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PROF. CHRISTOPHER J. PROM
THEMATIC KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Christopher J. Prom, PhD, is 
professor and coordinator for 
sponsored research development 
and acting head of the History, 
Philosophy, and Newspaper Library 
at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. 

A Fellow of the Society of American 
Archivists, he holds a Ph.D. in History 
from the University of Illinois, with 
an emphasis in British social policy. 
In 2009-2010, he was a Fulbright 

Distinguished Scholar at the University of Dundee, where he led a 
project to help make digital preservation methods more accessible 
to archives and libraries. 

He has written extensively about topics relating to digital cultural 
heritage and is most recently the author of the 2nd edition of 
Preserving Email, a Technical Watch Report published by the 
Digital Preservation Coalition.  He has active research interests in 
humanitarian and community archives. Currently, he serves as 
director of DNA TRUST Program: A new initiative that seeks to inspire, 
motivate, and organize a decentralized group of people to create and 
maintain a Digital News Archive (DNA) designed to capture what 
American citizens are reading and how political information flows 
through society.
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PROF. AMEVI ACAKPOVI 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Prof. Amevi Acakpovi is the Vice 
Chancellor of Accra Technical 
University (ATU), a Fellow of the 
Institution of Engineering and 
Technology Ghana, and a Senior 
Member of IEEE. He holds a PhD in 
Energy Systems Engineering and 
has over 15 years of academic and 
research leadership in electrical and 
energy systems, with specialization 
in smart grid optimization, hybrid 
renewable energy systems, and AI 
applications in energy. 

Prof. Acakpovi has authored over 120 publications in top-tier 
journals and conferences and has delivered keynote speeches at 
major international forums including the British Council’s Going 
Global Africa Conference, IEEE conferences, and Africa Academia 
Conferences. Under his leadership, ATU achieved Times Higher 
Education recognition for the first time, secured multiple grants, 
launched postgraduate programs, and pioneered digital and 
sustainability-driven curriculum reforms. 

He also serves as President of the IEC National Committee of Ghana 
and chairs key standardization technical committees across Africa. 
His contributions have earned him several international awards in 
leadership, research, and innovation. 

Prof. Acakpovi is passionate about driving higher education 
transformation, research collaboration, and equitable access to 
knowledge resources—principles that strongly align with the mission 
of CARLIGH.
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PROF. ERIC NYARKO-SAMPSON (PhD)
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor Eric Nyarko-Sampson is a 
distinguished academic and 
administrator, currently serving his 
second term as the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Environment 
and Sustainable Development 
(UESD) in Somanya, Ghana. 

He began his professional journey 
with a Teacher’s Certificate ‘A’ 
from Komenda College in 1991 
and progressed with degrees in 
Educational Psychology, Human 

Resource Management, and Guidance and Counselling, including 
a PhD from University of Ilorin, Nigeria. He held various academic 
and administrative positions when he worked at the University of 
Cape Coast (UCC), including Foundation Head of the Department 
of Guidance and Counselling, Foundation Dean of the Faculty of 
Educational Foundations, and a member of university committees 
and external educational boards. Professor Nyarko-Sampson’s 
research and teaching interests span areas such as Career Counselling, 
Behaviour Modification, Counsellor Education, Entrepreneurial 
Education, and Human Resource Management. 

He has presented at numerous national and international 
conferences and contributed to scholarly literature as a Reviewer and 
Editorial Board member for several academic journals. His passion for 
mentorship, motivational speaking, and religious service is evident 
in his long-standing role as a Lay Preacher of The Methodist Church 
Ghana and his efforts to mentor young individuals. He has played a 
key role in shaping education policy in Ghana. As Chairman of the 
National Teaching Council, he helped establish significant professional 
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development structures for teachers, including the Ghana Teacher 
Licensure Examinations (GTLE), and contributed to the restructuring 
of tertiary education through his involvement as a Council member 
of the then National Council for Tertiary Education (NCTE). 

An advocate for alumni engagement, he served as Acting National 
Secretary and later a National Vice President of the UCC Alumni 
Association. His leadership journey reflects a deep commitment to 
education, capacity-building, and national development. Professor 
Nyarko-Sampson is a Member and Fellow of relevant professional 
bodies in and outside Ghana. He is married to Margaret, a nurse, and 
they have two (2) children

PROF. ELLIS OWUSU-DABO
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor Ellis Owusu-Dabo is the 
immediate past Pro-Vice Chancellor 
of the Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science and Technology (KNUST), 
Kumasi, a Professor of Epidemiology 
and Global Health, a Consultant 
Public Health Physician and 
Researcher. In his previous role as 
Dean of the School of Public Health, 
Professor Owusu-Dabo saw to the 
introduction of new programs and 
growth of the school, increasing the 
number of Master of Public Health 

(MPH) programs from three to seven. He also served as both Deputy 
Director and Director of the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research 
(KCCR) into Tropical Medicine for a period of eight years. 
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Ellis continues to make significant strides in securing and managing 
multi-million dollar research grants from principal granting 
institutions such as the European Union, National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), Mastercard Foundation, The World Bank and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) as well as many bilateral 
organisations. He has a wealth of experience in resource mobilisation, 
grantsmanship, research management, clinical trials and community-
based research implementation. His research interests lie in pandemic 
preparedness, epidemic-prone diseases, vaccine development and 
Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs). Currently, he leads KNUST’s 
Africa Health Collaborative, funded by the Mastercard Foundation. 

Prof. Owusu-Dabo served as an Executive Steering Committee 
Chairperson of the nine collaborating higher education institutions 
in Africa and Canada. Through his leadership, over 2000 primary 
health care workers across all regions of Ghana have benefitted from 
capacity strengthening workshops, short-courses and scholarships 
for certificate, degree and postgraduate programs. As an advocate for 
inclusive education, Professor Owusu-Dabo has led the development 
and implementation of five diploma programs, specifically designed 
to suit persons with various forms of disabilities. Through his research, 
he has mentored over thirty young research scientists to PhD and 
post-doctoral positions across the globe. His exceptional support for 
female scientists has seen the remarkable rise of his female mentees 
to reputable positions in research and leadership roles at both 
national and international levels. 

Prof.  Owusu-Dabo currently has over 300 scientific publications, 
26000+ citations, an hi index of 51 and i10 index of 156, making him one 
of Ghana’s top five research scientists. Ellis is a Perelman International 
Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania, USA. He has travelled 
extensively and serves on several boards at both local and international 
levels, thus providing a massive network for work. His passion is in 
building capacities of next generation scientists and health systems 
to help solve Africa’s health challenges through scientific innovation 
and research collaborations. Professor Ellis Owusu-Dabo received 
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his PhD from the University of Nottingham, UK, a BSc, MPH and MB 
ChB from KNUST, Kumasi, Ghana.  He has additional qualifications 
from both the Ghana and West Africa Colleges of Physicians. Ellis, is 
married to Joyce with whom they have three boys and fellowships 
with the Assemblies of God Church, Ghana.  

JOSH SENDALL
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Josh provides executive leadership, 
management and oversight of three 
large-scale associate directorates: 
Student Learning and Experience, 
Research and Digital Futures, and 
Content and Discovery. He works 
collaboratively with the Libraries’ 
Executive team to enable the 
strategic delivery of Knowledge for 
All: University of Leeds Libraries 
Vision for 2030 in alignment with 
the institutional strategy: Universal 
Values, Global Change. 

In addition to his substantive role, Josh holds several national and 
regional leadership roles for a range of organisations including but 
not limited to ALN (Academic Libraries North) and Jisc (UK’s HE & FE 
digital, data and technology agency & consortia). He is also a member 
of the Board of Trustees for UKSG, which connects the knowledge 
community, spanning the diverse interests and activities of academic 
librarians, publishers, intermediaries and technology vendors. 

Josh’s career in academic libraries started at Lancaster University, 
where he held roles including Library Aide, Learning Zone Student 
Advisor, Information Assistant, Research Data Manager, and Head of 
Open Research. He then joined the University of Nottingham Libraries 
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as Associate Director for Research, prior to his current appointment 
at the University of Leeds.  Josh promotes open knowledge, freely 
accessible libraries, talent development and empowerment, and 
Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Accessibility (EDIA) as essential 
elements of healthy, resilient cultures and communities.

PROF. DORCAS OBIRI-YEBOAH
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Prof. Dorcas Obiri-Yeboah is a 
Professor of Clinical Microbiology, 
Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, School of Medical 
Sciences, College of Health and 
Allied Sciences, University of Cape 
Coast (UCC), Cape Coast, Ghana. 

She has a medical degree (MBChB), 
an MSc and PhD as her main 
academic qualifications. In addition, 
she has many relevant trainings 
and courses from recognised 

institutions/bodies with sponsorship from DAAD, WHO and other 
agencies/organisations globally. As a clinician-scientist, her research 
area is infectious diseases and clinical microbiology, particularly 
virology. Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Hepatitis B Virus 
(HBV) and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) are core focus with research 
into the epidemiology, diagnostics, therapeutics and prevention of 
these viruses and their associated conditions. A researcher with skills 
in quantitative, qualitative and mixed-methods designs with over 80 
peer reviewed journal publications. 
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She is the winner of the UK Taylor and Francis Commonwealth 
Scholar Best Journal Article Prize, 2020 among many awards over the 
years.  Prof. Obiri-Yeboah has significant leadership/administrative 
experience e.g. Coordinator for Clinical Training, Head of Department, 
immediate past Dean of the School of Nursing and Midwifery and 
currently, Deputy Director at the Directorate of Research, Innovation 
and Consultancy (DRIC), UCC. In addition, she has considerable 
teaching experience at both undergraduate and post-graduate levels. 

She has collaborated on a number of research projects and 
consultancies around the world. She is a member of the National 
Paediatric HIV Task team (Ghana), an advisory board member for West 
African Network of Excellence for TB, AIDS and Malaria (WANETAM-II), 
member of WHO Guideline Development Group for cervical cancer 
screening.  Membership of organizations include, International 
AIDS Society, International Papillomavirus Society, Africa Society of 
Laboratory Medicine, Medical Women Association of Ghana, Society 
of Laboratory Physicians, Ghana, Organization of Women in Science 
for the Developing World and West African Health Organisation 
Infectious Diseases Network.
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COLLEEN CAMPBELL
 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Colleen Campbell is strategic advisor 
for external engagement at the Max 
Planck Digital Library (MPDL). There 
she coordinates two open access 
initiatives: the Open Access 2020 
Initiative, a global alliance of 
research organizations and their 
libraries that are repurposing their 
investments in subscriptions to 
support open access publishing, 
and the ESAC Initiative, a library 
community of practice building 
capacities around transformative 

and open access publishing agreements. 

She is a member of the LIBER Open Access Working Group and 
serves on the Managing Board of EIFL, a not-for-profit organization 
that works with libraries to enable access to knowledge in developing 
and transition economy countries.
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IRYNA KUCHMA
          KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Iryna Kuchma has been managing 
the EIFL Open Access Programme 
(EIFL-OA) since 2008. Working in 
collaboration with libraries and 
library consortia in more than 50 
countries in Africa, Asia and Europe, 
she advocates for open access to 
research results, facilitates the 
development and implementation 
of open science policies and 
infrastructures, and provides 
support and training.  Iryna sits on 
the boards of Confederation of Open 

Access Repositories (COAR), the Global Sustainability Coalition for 
Open Science Services (SCOSS) and the Networked Digital Library of 
Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD). In addition, she serves on the 
advisory board of Open Access Week, the Coalition Publi.ca 
International Committee and the DSpace Community Advisory 
Team. In 2013, Iryna received the Electronic Publishing Trust (EPT) for 
Development Annual Award, in recognition of her ‘efforts in the 
furtherance of open access to scholarly publications in the developing 
and emerging countries.
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NANA OWUSU AFRIYIE IV
OTUMFUO APAGYAHENE

Oheneba Owusu Afriyie IV serves as 
the Otumfuo Apagyahene, a revered 
stool within the Asante Kingdom, 
and a custodian of centuries-old 
traditions and heritage. As Liaison 
Officer at the Asantehene’s Lands 
Secretariat at Manhyia Palace, he 
plays a critical role in coordinating 
and managing land administration 
matters under the authority of His 
Majesty Otumfuo Osei Tutu II.

Oheneba is a professionally trained 
Architect of over 20 years standing, combining his deep cultural roots 
with modern technical expertise. He is also a partner at Amalgamated 
Grup, a leading firm of architects and development consultants. 
Throughout his career, Oheneba has served on numerous boards, 
including:

•	 Immediate Past Chairman, State Housing Company

•	 Past Chair, Governing Council of Mampong Technical College 
of Education

•	 Past Board Member, Bulk Oil Storage and Transportation 
Company (BOST)

He began his formal education at Prempeh College, one of Ghana’s 
premier secondary institutions, where he cultivated a strong 
foundation in leadership and academic discipline. He subsequently 
pursued higher education at the Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology (KNUST), where he studied Architecture, a 
profession in which he continues to excel with a blend of precision, 
creativity, and vision.
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As Otumfuo Apagyahene, Oheneba Owusu Afriyie IV embodies the 
values of integrity, service, and cultural preservation. His life’s work 
reflects a seamless integration of traditional authority and modern 
professionalism, making him a key figure in both the Asante royal 
framework and Ghana’s broader socio-political landscape.
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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

DAY 1: MONDAY, 4 MAY, 2026

TIME ACTIVITY RESPONSIBLE VENUE

7:30am - 8:30am  Arrival, Registration and 
Familiarisation

Library Mall, 
KNUST

8:30am-8:45am Welcome ad-
dress

Dr. Theresa L. Adu 
Chair, CARLIGH

8:45am-9:00am Introductions Dr. Christopher 
Owusu-Ansah 
Chair, Publications 
Committee

9:00am - 9:30am SNACK BREAK

WORKSHOP 1: 
Open Scholarship and Systems in Research Libraries: 
Roles and Opportunities 
Format: Instructor-led

Seminar           
Room 1

9:30am– 
12.00pm

Presentation 1 Resource Persons: 
Prof. Christopher 
Prom and Dr. 
Dominic Agyei 
Dankwah

12:00pm 
–1:00pm

Q & A Moderator: Dr.  
Margaret Sraku 
Lartey

1:00pm- 2:00pm LUNCH BREAK

WORKSHOP 2:
Creative Commons and Open Licensing in a 
Changing Society
Format: Instructor-led

Seminar           
Room 2

2:00pm– 5:00pm Presentation 2 Resource Person: 
Dr. Amy Asimah
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4:00pm – 
5:00pm

Q & A Moderator: Dr.              
Antonia Donkor

OPENING CEREMONY PROGRAMME

DAY 2: TUESDAY, 5 MAY, 2026
 

# ITEM PRESENTER / PERFORMER TIME

OPENING

1 Opening Prayer Rev. Father Dr. Anthony F. 
Naah, University Chaplain, 
KNUST

9.00am- 
9.05am

2 Welcome 
Address

Dr. Theresa L. Adu, Chairperson, 
Management Committee, 
CARLIGH

9.05am – 
9.15am

3 Opening Address Dr Florence Plockey, 
Chairperson, Local Organising 
Committee

9-20am – 
9.30am

CHAIRPERSON

4 Introduction of 
Chairperson

Mrs. Francisca Asante 9.30am – 
9.35am

5 Chairperson’s 
Response

Prof. (Mrs.) Rita Akosua Dickson, 
Vice Chancellor, KNUST

9.35am – 
9.45am

KEYNOTE

6 Musical Interlude Conference Ensemble 9.45am – 
9.50am

7 Keynote Address Dr. Christopher Prom, 
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

9.50am – 
10.10am

8 Musical Interlude Conference Ensemble 10.10am – 
10.15am
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# ITEM PRESENTER /
 PERFORMER

TIME

GUEST OF HONOUR

9 Special Guest of 
Honour’s Address

Prof. George K. T. Oduro, 
Technical Advisor, Ministry of 
Education, Ghana

10.15am- 
10.30am

SOLIDARITY MESSAGES

i. Apagyahene,
Representative, 
Otumfour 
Osei Tutu II, 
Asantehene

Nana Owusu Afriyie IV 10.30am- 
10.40am

ii. Ashanti Regional 
Minister

Dr. Frank Amoakohene

iii. Vice-Chancellors 
Ghana (VCG)

Representative of VCG

iv. Vice-Chancellors 
of Technical Uni-
versities Ghana 
(VCTU-G)

Representative of VCTU-G

v. Ag. Executive 
Director, Ghana 
Library 
Authority

Mr. Ziblim Alhassan 
Betintiche

CLOSING

10 Chairperson’s 
Closing Remarks

Prof. (Mrs.) Rita Akosua Dickson, 
Vice Chancellor, KNUST

10.40am – 
10.45am

11 Vote of Thanks Ms. Vivian Amponsah 10.45am- 
10.50am

12 Announcements Master of Ceremonies 10.50am- 
10.55am

13 Closing Prayer Rev.  Dr Joseph William 
Acheampong, The Protestant  
chaplain

10.55am- 
11.00am
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SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS

CARS

Please park your car at the designated area, shown you by the campus 
security. It is most likely your car will be parked with other conference 
attendees, for better security, during the time of the conference. 

COMPUTERS

If you have to leave your computer with anyone, kindly do so with 
an identified CARLIGH Official or someone you can trust. There may 
be some attending our conference with ulterior motives, so please 
beware of whom you hand your computer, or other belongings to. 

KEYS OF CONFERENCE ROOMS

The keys to the conference rooms will be in the custody of a campus 
security or a designated CARLIGH Official, during such times as 
before each workshop/seminar, break times and after each workshop/
seminar. Kindly get in touch with the designated CARLIGH Official 
for belongings left behind in conference rooms. Kindly note that the 
Security is not responsible for items left in conference rooms at the 
stipulated times. 

CONTACT PERSON

Mr Emmanuel Baiden – (+233) 0249662877 
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